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PREFACE

This manuscript 1is the product of a series of tape-recorded
interviews conducted for the Oral History of Iran Program of
Foundation for Iranian Studies by Mahnaz Afkhami with Taher
Ziya'i in Washington, D.C, in May 12 and 13, 1988.

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that

it is a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer,
narrator and editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational
style that 1ig inherent in such historical sources. Foundation

for Iranian Studies 1s not responsible for the factual accuracy

of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited only by
serious research scholars accredited for purposes of research
by Foundation for Iranian Studies; and further, this memoir
must be read in such place as 1s made available for purposes

of researd by TFoundation for Iranian Studies, No reproduction
of the memoir either in whole or in part may be made by micro-
photo, photostat, or any other device,
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Taher Ziya'l was born in 1917 in Torbat to a prominant
Khorasani family. Upon completeing his highschool education
at the Amerdican College of Tehran (later Alborz Highschool),
he travelled to Germany and Austria, receiving his Ph.D.

in Geology from the University of Vienna.

Upon return to Iran, Dr., Ziya'l joined the Faculty of

Tehran University, and later entered into government service,
Since that time untill the advent of the Revolution of

1978-79 he held numerous government positions including,
Vice-Minister of Economy (1855-57); Vice-~Minister of
Industries and Mines (1957-60); Minister of Industries

and Mines (1960-62); Advisor to the Pahlavi Foundation on
industrial matters; Senator from Tehran (1967-79); and

the Pregident of Iran's Chamber of Commerce, Industries

and Mines.

Dr., Ziya'd's recollections not only shed much light on the
history of Iran's economic and industrial development, but
i3 also replete with 1nsights into the conduct of politics
among Iran's political leaders,
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